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 Recognition of Women Brunch 
 
 

The Recognition of Women Breakfast is a time for our branch to show the 
importance we place on education for women and their achievements. 
Your attendance can highlight our branch activities as you converse with the 
high school senior and her family at your table.  
Our guest speaker will be Dr. Melissa Jamula, former Reading School District 
Superintendent, who has served on various community boards, 
and is the current co-owner of Curious on the Avenue in West Reading. 

 

AAUW Recognition of Women Breakfast 
Saturday, April 8, 2017 
9:30am 
at the Inn at Reading,1040 N. Park Road, Reading 
A breakfast buffet will be followed by a guest speaker and the recognition awards.   

To make a reservation please forward a check for $16.00 payable to AAUW Reading Branch, 

to Joan Cook, 1905 Redwood Avenue, Reading, PA 19610 by March 24 with the information 

requested below. 

 

Joan can be contacted at cookj22@verizon.net or 610-678-7999 
.  

NAME __________________ 

PHONE OR EMAIL ____________________________ 

Please enclose this information along with your check.   
  

^ If you do not want to print the form, just send the check and information to Joan.

mailto:cookj22@verizon.net
tel:%28610%29%20678-7999


 

                                                                                    Interest Groups 
March  

Culinary Diversity, Wednesday, March 15, 6 PM  

Dinner – Ganly’s Irish Pub 

500 Brownsville Rd, Sinking Spring, PA 19608 

610-678-2000                                                  

Contact: Joanne Wrigley – 717-445-3015 

 

Cultural Arts – Thursday, March 23,  7 PM   

Cultural exchange evening with  2 exchange professors – one from 
Columbia and one from Perth, Australia 
The program will be at Pat Callahan’s home – 37 Crestview Dr., 
Fleetwood, PA  19522 
Contact: Suzanne Churgai -  610-488-9269   
 
Fine Arts – Wednesday, March 22. 11:30 AM 

Lunch – The Peanut Bar, 332 Penn St., Reading, PA 19602 

610-376-8500   

Program- Tour Goggleworks Cohen Gallery and artist studios  

                 201 Washington St. Reading, PA  19601 

Coordinator: Nan Morrissey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Home Arts – Wednesday, March 1, 7PM 

Program – Planting and gardens at the Reading Museum – Speaker 

Sandie Baker 

AAUW Annual Business Meeting - following the program  

Hostess – Ann Wenrich – 610-372-2061 

Co-hostess – Carolyn Seidel – 610-374-1664 

 

Kutztown – Friday, March 24, 1:30 PM 
Program – Review of  favorite book 
Location: Topton Luthern Home 
Hostess  – Sylvia Heckler – 610-682-7275 
     
Literature I – Monday, March  27  

Reviewer: Suzanne Churgai 

Hostess: Delores Gombeda -  

Co-hostess : Fran Malley 484-256-7619  

  

 

 
  
 

April 
 
Culinary Diversity – Wednesday, April 19, 6PM  

Dinner – Laxmi’s Indian Grille 

1806 State Hill Road, Wyomissing  19610 

484-926-2626 

Contact – Joanne Wrigley – 717-445-3015 

 

Cultural Arts –  

Contact Suzanne Churgai 610-488-9269 if interested in activities 

 

Fine Arts – Wednesday, April  26, 11:30 AM 

Lunch: The Café at 10,000 Villages 

Program: explore the store 

Rte 272, 240 N. Reading Rd., Ephrata, PA  17522 

717-721-8400 

Coordinator: Eileen Ritz – 610-582-2421  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Home Arts – April  5, 7 PM   

Program –  “World Fairs” 

Soeaker – Chris Papadakis 

Hostess – Barbara Balsbough – 610-478-9686  

Mary Eckton – 610-678-9942 

 

Kutztown –  Friday, April 21, 12:00 Noon 

Lunch: 50th Anniversary lunch – restaurant TBA 
Program: “ Your memories of the Kutztown gfoup” 
Hostess: Kaye Smith – 610-375-7377 

 
Literature I – Monday, April 25 

Review of Heat & Light  by Jennifer Haigh  

Reviewer – Ann Myers 

Hostess – Kate Hoh – 610-375-1087 

Co-hostess – Pat Hummel – 610-373-0177 

 

 

 
The next issue of the Branch Lines will be the May/June issue.   If you have any AAUW information that you 

would like included in that issue,  please send it to me by April 12, 2017.   My email address is eileen@ritz.ws or 

contact me by phone at 610-582-2421. 
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                                                                                    Book Bonanza News 
By now you have probably heard that Book Bonanza is seeking a new location, we must leave VF.  There have been 
articles in the Reading Eagle and a search committee has been set up to evaluate suggested locations.  We are collecting 
and sorting books and do plan to have a sale this July.  The Book Bonanza used book sale which funds our branch 
scholarships and high school awards for women in our local community, as well as local library programs in Berks 
County, is planned for July 6,7,8,9 this year.   Books are being accepted Monday and Tuesday mornings, 9:30 – 11:30 AM 
at the VF Outlet Red Building while members are working there.  They will also be collected the last Saturday of the 
month, from April to October from  9AM until Noon.   Any members who did not work at the July sale last year , but 
would like to work this year, please contact me at 610-582-2421 or by email at Eileen@ritz.ws  .  You can also contact 
me if you would like to sort books the rest of the year.  We sort books all year except the end of July and August.   
  

                                                                  Women’s March on Washington  
Susie Stanley, one of our branch’s newest members attended the Women’s March in Washington DC.  She has sent me some 

information about the march which I am passing on to you. 

I decided to attend the march on November 15.  My daughter and I estimated that we could fill a bus from Reading.  Little did we 

know that six buses would be leaving from the Bieber lot the morning of January 21!  I have adopted a quote from Eleanor Roosevelt 

as one of my mottos:  ‘It is better to light a candle than to curse the darkness.’  I was amazed by the thousands and thousands of others 

who also chose to ‘light a candle.’  It was so crowded, we could barely move.  You couldn’t even say we marched.  It was more like 

we inched along and that was only for a block or so.  I was so impressed by the friendly spirit that prevailed.  Our nine-year-old 

granddaughter was with us and I was glad she was able to see that ‘this is what democracy looks like.’ 

 Sponsors of the march are organizing ongoing activities to keep the momentum going.  I’m encouraged by the commitment to keep 

people energized and actively engaged.  One of the first activities is making phone calls or sending post cards.  I think it’s working 

because I’m hearing reports of Congressional phone systems that are jammed with calls!”        Susie Stanley 

Karen Parish was also there and urges us to contact our legislators about issues important to us.  If you need help to do that, call 

Karen and she can point you in the right direction to contact them.  Karen can be reached at 610-944-9091. 

   

                                     KUTZTOWN INTEREST GROUP IS 50 YEARS OLD 

The Kutztown Interest Group will be celebrating its 50
th

 anniversary in May. The group was originally formed by Kutztown University 
faculty/spouses to provide members ways of sharing interests, goals, life styles, and educational interests.  As many as 36 women 
were members at one time.  Programs were a ‘potpourri’ of topics such as health, art, music, and current events. 
 
As with other organizations, the years have seen membership numbers dwindle. Meeting as a smaller group, we have become a very 
close knit group of women who enjoy each others company. Discussions now center on personal experiences related to recent 

travel, favorite books read, family treasurers, and other areas of interest. Visitors are always welcome to join our meetings. 
 
    
                                                                                   Give A grad A Gift 
 
Give a Grad a Gift. Only an AAUW member can give a recent graduate—one within two years– a gift of a FREE national AAUW 
membership at $49; $46 is tax deductible. THIS IS AT NO COST TO THE MEMBER OR GRADUATE. If the graduate decides to join a 
branch, the state and local dues need to be paid by the graduate. The membership gift can occur through the branch or by 
completing the form on-line on the AAUW website, www.aauw.org ; click on the following: Member Center, Membership 
Campaigns, Give a Grad a Gift, then General Forms.  If you have questions about this program please call Karen Parish at (610) 

944-9091.  Young members are important to keep the branch in alive! 

 

mailto:Eileen@ritz.ws
http://www.aauw.org/


AAUW READING BRANCH 
3045 Linda Lane 

Reading PA 19608 

 
Diversity Statement 
In principle and in practice, AAUW values and seeks 

a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to full 

participation in this organization on the basis of gender, 
race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, 

disability, or class. Membership is not by invitation. 
 

Mission Statements 

AAUW advances equity for women and girls, through 
advocacy, education, philanthropy and research. 

AAUW Educational Foundation provides funds to 

advance education, research, and self-development for 
women and to foster equity and positive societal change. 

AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund provides funding and 

a support system for women seeking judicial redress 
for sex discrimination. 
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                                                                                          Jewelry Sale 
The sale of “vintage” jewelry (unwanted jewelry from members and friends) began 2 years ago to provide funds for our AAUW 
Branch Operating Budget.  Our Book Bonanza funds are restricted to our scholarship awards programs.  However to provide other 
activities, program costs, and services such as printing and mailing to our branch we need money for those services. 
The vintage jewelry sale was started to raise some of that money.  An indoor yard sale has been scheduled for March 18, 2017 at 
the Fleetwood Community Center, 110 W. Arch St., Fleetwood.  Doors will open at 8:00 AM.   I am planning to attend to sell the 
vintage jewelry.  If any members would like to join me you are welcome to come.  If you want to contact me about the jewelry sale , 
I can be reached at 510-582-2421 or by email eileen@ritz.ws .  Thank you to all those members who have donated to this fundraiser 
and those who helped before with the pricing and selling of the jewelry.     
 
                                                                                                 Redner’s Register Tapes 
 
Ellie Hunt is still collecting cash register tapes from Redner’s Market.  This is another small fundraiser to support our branch projects.  
If you shop at Redner’s, please save your tapes and send or give them to Ellie.  She turns them in to Redner’s to get money for our 
AAUW branch.   Thank you to all those members who have donated to this fundraiser. 
 
                                                                                                Thank You Members of the AAUW Reading Branch 

                                                                                                  
 
 
The next board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 10, 2017 at 7 PM in the Albright College Roessner Hall, room 100. 

Thank you for the beautiful dish garden with  flowers , help from members  and  the kind 
thoughts and prayers that I received during my illness and during my husband’s illness.  
It was so comforting to know that other members were there to help me get through 
these difficult times.  We are now both home from the hospital and recovering. 
Thank You,      
Eileen 
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