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I hope everyone has been enjoying the holiday season.  Our branch had a busy schedule of events in the fall and 

has more interesting events planned for the spring.  The Holiday Tea at Ann Wenrich’s beautifully decorated 

home was a very enjoyable event.  It was nice to get together with friends and enjoy chatting with other 

members, seeing the lovely seasonal decorations and enjoying the wonderful foods brought to the meeting.  Our 

next general meeting, our annual business meeting, is not until March.  There will be a variety of interest group 

meetings in January and February.  Our March Annual Business Meeting will be held on March 1, 2017 at 7 

PM at the West Lawn/Wyomissing Hills Library.  The program for the March meeting will be presented by 

Sandie Baker from the Reading Public Museum Arboretum, who will discuss the plantings and gardens at the 

museum.  Following the presentation and refreshments we will hold a business meeting with the election of 

branch officers for the next two years.  Please mark this important meeting on your calendar and join us if 

possible.  Another big event our branch has in the spring is the Recognition of Women Brunch where we 

recognize the highest ranking, graduating senior female student at the end of the first semester, who has been  

accepted at  and plans to attend a four year college, from each of Berks County’s high schools.  We also 

recognize the re-entry scholars and the graduate scholarship recipients that our branch has awarded money to 

this year.  The money for the awards for these women is raised through our branch’s participation in Book 

Bonanza.  That event will be held on April 8, 2017 at 9:30 AM at the Inn at Reading.  More information about 

the brunch will be in the March/April Branch Lines.  I hope to see lots of members at that event to recognize 

these women’s achievements.   

 

                                                                AAUW Art Contest 

 

AAUW will be accepting applications for their annual national art contest starting on January 4, 2017 and 

ending on January 31, 2017.  Members can vote on the contest entries to help to choose the pictures for 

AAUW’s 2017 note cards.  For more information, go to the AAUW national website and enter the words art 

contest in the search bar on the home page.  That will take you to the information you need if you want to enter.    

 



 

                                                                                    Interest Groups 
January  

Culinary Diversity, Wednesday, January 18,  6PM  

Dinner – Say Cheese 

600 Penn Ave., West Reading, PA 19611 

610-406-5390                                                  

Contact: Joanne Wrigley – 717-445-3015 

 

Cultural Arts – Sunday, January 22, 3:00 PM 

Program – PIRATES OF PENZANCE at the Miller Center 

Contact: Suzanne Churga1 -  610-488-9269 

 

Fine Arts –  No meeting 

 

 

 

Home Arts – January 4, 7PM 

Program – “Suicide Bombers Today” 

Speaker – Rod Loose – retired FBI and Alvernia professor 

Contact: Judy Druckenmiller – 610-678-3508 

 

Kutztown –  No meeting 

   

Literature I – No Meeting  

 

 

 
 
 

February 
 

Culinary Diversity – Wednesday, February 15, 6PM 

Dinner – Stonersville Hotel 

5701 Boyertown Pike, Birdsboro, PA  19508 

610-689-8699 

Contact – Joanne Wrigley – 717-445-3015 

 

Cultural Arts –  Wednesday, February 8, 2017 

Program – PILOBOLUS (a dance company) 

 At Kutztown University 

Contact: Suzanne Churgai – 610-488-9269 

 

Fine Arts – Wednesday, February 22, 11:30 AM 

Lunch at PSU Berks Cafeteria 

Program: Guided tour of the current exhibit in the  

Freyberger Gallery 

Contact: Charon Snyder – 610-779-5381 

 

 

 

Home Arts: - Wednesday, February 1, 7 PM  

Program – “ Beginning and Understanding Geneology: Doing 

It The Right Way 

Speaker – Betty Sustello from the Geneology Society 

Contact - Judy Druckenmiller – 610-678-3508 

 

Kutztown –  No Meeting 

  

Literature I – Monday, February 27 

Program – What Are You Reading? 

Hostess:  Jean Gassert – 610 - 777-0639   

 

 

                              

 
 

                                                                     Book Bonanza 
 
Books are still being collected for Book Bonanza on Monday and Tuesday mornings (except on holidays)  from 9:30 – 
11:30 AM.   There are no Saturday collection during the winter months.  We still do not have information about whether 
the sale will take place at VF or whether it will have to be moved to another location.   The books are currently being 
sorted and put in boxes in case we have to move them to another location.   We do plan on having a the sale in July. 
 

                                                                                       Jewelry Sale 
I am still collecting vintage jewelry to sell to supplement our branch program budget.   I’m watching the papers for 
opportunities to take it to flea markets to sell it.  We started with an indoor flea market in 2016, before it was warm 
enough to sell it outside.  I will let members know when we take the jewelry somewhere to sell it.   If you  need to 
contact me about the jewelry sale I can be reached at 510-582-2421 or by email at eileen@ritz.ws. 
 



 

                         

 Description 

On January 21, 2017 we will unite in Washington, DC for the Women’s March on Washington. We stand 

together in solidarity with our partners and children for the protection of our rights, our safety, our health, and 

our families -- recognizing that our vibrant and diverse communities are the strength of our country.  

 

The rhetoric of the past election cycle has insulted, demonized, and threatened many of us--women, immigrants 

of all statuses, those with diverse religious faiths particularly Muslim, people who identify as LGBTQIA, 

Native and Indigenous people, Black and Brown people, people with disabilities, the economically 

impoverished and survivors of sexual assault. We are confronted with the question of how to move forward in 

the face of national and international concern and fear. 

In the spirit of democracy and honoring the champions of human rights, dignity, and justice who have come before us, we 

join in diversity to show our presence in numbers too great to ignore. The Women’s March on Washington will send a 

bold message to our new administration on their first day in office, and to the world that women's rights are human rights. 

We stand together, recognizing that defending the most marginalized among us is defending all of us.  

 

We support the advocacy and resistance movements that reflect our multiple and intersecting identities. We call on all 

defenders of human rights to join us. This march is the first step towards unifying our communities, grounded in new 

relationships, to create change from the grassroots level up. We will not rest until women have parity and equity at all 

levels of leadership in society. We work peacefully while recognizing there is no true peace without justice and equity for 

all. HEAR OUR VOICE.                            

If you would like more information about the march or would like to register to participate go to the website listed here.  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/womens-march-on-washington-official-tickets-29428287801 
 

Bus information is available at the following website.  
http://rallybus.net/womens-march-on-washington/ 

 

 

A note from AAUW in Washington 

 
As trusted nonpartisan voices in their communities, AAUW members have been on the frontlines of social change 
throughout our history. AAUW will have an official delegation to the Women's March, slated to begin at 10:00 am on 
January 21st at Independence Avenue and Third Street SW, right in front of the U.S. Capitol. We hope you will join us! 
If you want to contact AAUW about the activities or let them know that you plan to attend, go to the AAUW national website and 

click on the Inauguration Weekend box on the homepage to get to the information. 

 

Women’s March on Washington                           

Saturday, January 21, 2017,  10 AM to 5 PM 
 
Below is a description of the march by the Women’s March on 
Washington National Organizers.  Karen Parish, our membership VP is 
planning to go.  Information on how to sign up and transportation 
information from Reading to Washington is also included below. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/womens-march-on-washington-official-tickets-29428287801
http://rallybus.net/womens-march-on-washington/


AAUW READING BRANCH 

3045 Linda Lane 

Reading PA 19608 

 
Diversity Statement 

In principle and in practice, AAUW values and seeks 

a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to full 
participation in this organization on the basis of gender, 

race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, 

disability, or class. Membership is not by invitation. 
 

Mission Statements 

AAUW advances equity for women and girls, through 
advocacy, education, philanthropy and research. 

AAUW Educational Foundation provides funds to 

advance education, research, and self-development for 
women and to foster equity and positive societal change. 

AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund provides funding and 

a support system for women seeking judicial redress 
for sex discrimination. 

 

 

 

 

 
Branch Lines 

Editor – Eileen Ritz 610-582-2421   Web Site: http//reading-pa.aauw.net          email – aauwreadingpa@gmail.com    

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                              AAUW  Wilmington Book Sale 
 
The Wilmington area’s largest sale of gently used books has been scheduled by the Wilmington branch of the American 
Association of University Women. The  annual Dollars for Scholars Used Book Sale, to benefit college scholarships for 
Delaware women,  runs Thu., March 9  – Sun., March 12, 2017 from 10 AM – 9 PM on Thu., Fri., and Sat.  and  Sun. 
March 12 from 11 AM – 5 PM , at Concord Mall, 4737 Concord Pike, Brandywine Hundred, DE 19803.  For more 
information, visit http://wilmington-de.aauw.net/booksale , call (302) 428-0939 or e-mail aauwwilm@gmail.com . The 
website has details about the scholarships that the sale funds and on how to make donations for future sales. 
 

                                                                       Redner’s Register Tapes 
 
Our members have done a great job saving Redner’s  register  tapes.    The branch recently received a 
check for $295.12 for the tapes that Ellie turned in at Redner’s.   That project helps to support our 
operating budget.  The money helps with publication costs, branch expenses and to obtain guest 
speakers for our meetings.    Thanks to everyone who has donated.  It is a great help.  Please continue 
sending those tapes to Ellie. 

 

                                                                                             Board Meeting 
 
The next board meeting is Wednesday,  February 8, 2017 at 7:00 PM in room 100 of Roessner Hall at Albright College. 

http://wilmington-de.aauw.net/booksale
mailto:aauwwilm@gmail.com

